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Who are the Accountability Advocates? 
 

The Accountability Advocates project in the UK, or Team UK as we call ourselves, 

is in coalition with other youth advocates from Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, 

Ghana, and Uganda. The project, founded by Restless Development, is supported 

by Plan UK, Yes Ghana, African Monitor, and the European Commission. We are 

working on the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the 

UK, showing how young people have the power to hold the UK government 

accountable for their promises. We believe that if young people have the right 

knowledge, skills and networks, meaningful opportunities to participate, and the 

ability to create and share they will be leaders in holding governments to account 

for achieving the SDGs. Our intention is to deliver this ‘National Accountability 

Framework’ to monitor and review government action on the SDGs in our 

respective countries. Team UK have chosen to focus on SDG targets and indicators 

which address issues of sexual and reproductive health (with a focus on 

comprehensive education), FGM, and gender-based violence in the UK. 

With this report, we have collected data which we are using to hold the UK 

Government to account for their promise of achieving the SDG Target 3.7 (‘By 2030, 

ensure universal access to sexual and reproductive health-care services, including 

for family planning, information and education, and the integration of reproductive 

health into national strategies and programmes’). So that Target 3.7 can be 

achieved, there must be good quality education on the subject of SRHR, which 

would also have positive knock on effects on Goal 5 Targets that measure violence 

against women and harmful practices such as FGM and forced marriage. 
 

The purpose of the ‘Sexual and Reproductive Education Survey’ 
 

We wanted to know what the status of Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH) 

services to young people is like, and specifically what sexual and reproductive 

education (SRE) young people were receiving from across the UK. SRE is a vital 

education programme that impacts a variety of issues, such as rates of STI 

transmission, rates of pregnancy, awareness of FGM, LGBT rights and tolerance, 

and incidence of sexual violence. 

It is for this reason that we have conducted a survey to gather evidence on 

satisfaction rates of SRE in the UK.By creating an online survey that was promoted 

and shared on social media, we have bridged a gap between young people and 

government data collection. We were successful in receiving 303 responses, which 

proves the effectiveness of youth-led accountability and young people 

generating data on themselves for monitoring the SDGs. By generating our own 

data with the survey, which we have made open and accessible, young people 

have a bigger role to play in monitoring and accountability of the government 

decisions in their lives. The survey asks respondents about their satisfaction with 

their experience of SRE, what general topics they were taught, and what topics 

should be included in sex education.  
 

 



 

Summary 
 

• 303 responses 

• 94.4% of respondents received PSHE/SRE 

• 98.7% of people who filled out the survey think that all students should have access 

to good quality sex education 

• The largest proportion of people received their education at secondary school 

(96.2%) 

• The reported quality of SRE/PSHE received was generally ‘bad to very bad’ (43.6% of 

303 respondents). 37.8% (110 people) who received SRE/PSHE said it was ‘ok, or 

neutral’, with only 3.8% (11 people) saying that the quality of SRE/PSHE they had 

received was ‘very good’. 

• Of the 274 people who answered Question 6 (‘Are you satisfied with the SRE you 

were given?’) only 18.2% (50 people) of respondents reported that they were 

satisfied with the SRE that they were given, compared to 75.2% (206) who said they 

were not satisfied. 

• 78.8% (227) of respondents received education on heteronormative ‘sex and the 

way it works’, compared to 5.2% (15) of respondents who received education on 

LGBTQ* ‘sex and the way it works’. 

• 76.4% (220) respondents received education on drugs and alcohol compared to 

4.2% (12) of respondents who learnt about Female Genital Mutilation.  

• Only 44.7% (130) of the 291 responses to Question 9 (‘Did your teacher seem 

trained/knowledgeable in this area?’) believed that their teacher seemed 

knowledgeable/trained in PSHE/SRE.  

• LGBTQ+ issues, consent, healthy relationships, virginity/sex expectations/the way it 

works are the recurring issues that young people who filled out the survey wished 

were in their SRE. 

 

 

Outcomes 
 

Following our survey, we believe that, to effectively meet Target 3.7, the UK 

Government must: 

• Make SRE compulsory, therefore providing good quality and consistent levels of SRE 

around the UK 

• Give a platform for young people (aged 15-25) to have their say in shaping their 

education and allow it to be relevant to their lives and needs 

• Include FGM, C/EFM, LGBTQ+ issues, consent, and sex expectations in the national 

curriculum. 
 
 

21.8% of (60 of 275) respondents were satisfied with their Sexual and 

Reproductive Education (SRE) 

We can see a better picture of who is satisfied by their SRE when we disaggregate the 21.8% 

into: 

• Gender Identity  

• Sexuality 

• Whether they were born with their gender identity 

• Ethnicity 

 



 

Gender identity 
 

19.3% (41/212) of women were satisfied with their SRE 

 

Breaking down sexuality: 

o 21% of straight women who responded were satisfied with their SRE (32/146) 

o 13% of queer women who responded were satisfied with their SRE (4/30) 

o 11% of bisexual women who responded were satisfied with their SRE (5/43) 

o 0% of the lesbian/gay women who responded were satisfied with their SRE 

(0/15) 

 

Breaking down ethnicity:  

o 20.5% of women who identified as ‘White’/’Caucasian’/’White British’ were 

satisfied with their SRE (40/168) 

o 20% of women who identified as ‘Mixed/White Asian’ were satisfied with their 

SRE (1/5) (The one remaining respondent was ‘White Asian’). 

o 0% of women who identified as British Black/Black African were satisfied with 

their SRE (0/3) 

o 0% of women who identified as British Asian/British Pakistani were satisfied with 

their SRE (0/5) 

o 0% of women who identified as Middle Eastern (‘Kurdish’, ‘Jewish Arab’) were 

satisfied with their SRE (0/2) 

 

 

37.5% (18/48) of men were satisfied with their SRE 

 

Breaking down sexuality: 

o 40% of straight men were satisfied with their SRE (14/32) 

o 40% of gay men were satisfied with their SRE (2/5) 

o 26% of queer men (including gay men) were satisfied with their SRE (4/16)  

 

Breaking down ethnicity:  

o 44.4% of men who identified as ‘British’/’Irish’ were satisfied with their SRE (4/9) 

o 33.3% of men who identified as ‘White’/’Caucasian’/’White British’ were 

satisfied with their SRE (17/36)  

o 33.3% of men who identified as ‘Mixed’ were satisfied with their SRE (1/3) 

 

7% (1/14) of non-binary people were satisfied with their SRE  

o Agender: 0/4  people were satisfied with their SRE 0% 

o Genderfluid: 1/5 people were satisfied with their SRE 20%  

o Genderqueer: 0/2 people were satisfied with their SRE 0% 

o Non-binary: 0/3 people were satisfied with their SRE 0%  

 

 

 

 



 

Sexuality 
 

21.5% of straight people were satisfied with their SRE (44/161) 

 

Break down ethnicity: 

- 27% of straight people who identified as ‘Anglo’/’White 

British’/‘Caucasian’/‘White European’ (42/153) 

- 20% of straight mixed race people were satisfied with their SRE (2/9) 

 

 

12% of queer people were satisfied with their SRE (13/107) 

 

Breaking down sexualities further: 

 

- 50% of panromantic people were satisfied with their SRE (1/2) 

- 15% of bisexual people were satisfied with their SRE (8/52) 

- 16% of asexual people were satisfied with their SRE (1/6) 

- 25% of gay people were satisfied with their SRE (2/8) 

- 7% of pansexual people were satisfied with their SRE (1/14) 

 

 

 

Cisgender/Non-cisgender Respondents 
*Our respondents who were or were not assigned their gender at birth*  

 

 

21% of cisgender people were satisfied with their SRE (54/252) 

 

- 28% of cisgender people who are straight were satisfied with their SRE (44/155) 

 

- 16.5% of cisgender people who are queer were satisfied with their SRE (10/60) 

 

- 23.6% of cisgender people who identified as ‘Anglo’/’White 

British’/‘Caucasian’/‘White European’ were satisfied with their SRE (52/220) 

 

o 29.8% straight cisgender people who identified as ‘Anglo’/’White 

British’/‘Caucasian’/‘White European’ were satisfied with their SRE 

(40/134) 

 

- 7% cisgender people who identified as ‘Mixed Race’/‘Asian’/‘British 

Asian’/‘Black British’/ ‘Black African’ were satisfied with their SRE (1/14) 

 

13% of non-cisgender people were satisfied with their SRE (2/15) 

 

- 2/14 queer non-cisgender people were satisfied with their SRE 13%  

o 1 straight non-cisgender respondent, was not satisfied 

 

 



 

Ethnicity (268 responses) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 13. If you could recommend one topic to be in the SRE 

curriculum, what would it be? 
 

Topic Number of recommendations 

(out of 215) 

Percentage of 215 

recommendations 

LGBTQ+ issues 69 32% 

Consent 67 31% 

Healthy relationships 13 0.06% 

Ethnicity Total Satisfaction 

with SRE 

Percentage 

White British // White // 

Caucasian // Anglo 

European 

201 47 23% 

British // Irish // Scottish 

// English 

45 10 22% 

Black 1 0 0% 

Mixed // Mixed Black 7 1 14% 

Asian // British Asian // 

British Pakistani 

5 0 0% 

Mixed Asian: White 

Asian // Anglo Indian 

4 1 25% 

White Eastern European 1 0 0% 

Middle eastern: 

Jewish Arab // Kurdish 

2 0 0% 

Black African 2 0 0% 

Total 268 59 22% 



FGM 10 0.05% 

Contraception 9 0.04% 

Sexual health 7 0.03% 

Sexual violence and abuse 5 0.02% 

Pornography 4 0.018% 

STI/HIV/AIDS 3 0.013% 

Slut shaming and ideas of 

virginity 

3 0.013% 

Female pleasure 3 0.013% 

Alcohol and Drugs 2 0.009% 

Trafficking 2 0.009% 

Myths about sex 2 0.009% 

Pregnancy and abortion 2 0.009% 

Coping with adult life 2 0.009% 

Online grooming 1 0.005% 

CEFM 1 0.005% 

Settling conflict 1 0.005% 

Tolerance and awareness 

of others 

1 0.005% 

Feminism 1 0.005% 

Fetishisms 1 0.005% 

Lad culture 1 0.005% 

Disability and sexual health 1 0.005% 

Self esteem 1 0.005% 

Sex and relationships in 

different cultures 

1 0.005% 

Masturbation 1 0.005% 

Menstruation 1 0.005% 
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